


Common grace and the work of The Christian Institute

moral insights of the natural society. So, do not be afraid to find moral
wisdom outside the camp. As a Christian poet once put it:

Seize upon truth where’er ’tis found -
Among your friends, among your foes -
On Christian or on heathen ground,;

The flower’s divine where’er it grows:
Neglect the prickles, and assume the rose.
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Conclusion

Here then are three aspects to the relationship between common
grace and the work of the Institute. Let me sum them up by way of
conclusion:

First, it is an unavoidable fact that the community of saving grace
(the church) is intertwined with the community of common grace (civil
society), so that Christians are inevitably citizens - and the Institute's
work and witness are a living embodiment of that important truth.

Second, the community of saving grace has a positive role in
seeking to uphold the community of common grace. We do everything
we can to help the state to be its real self - to be the guarantor of a
just moral order in civil society. The Institute's activities are aimed at
calling the state to be true to the identity God has bestowed on it.

Third, we have a secret ally within the minds and hearts of the
non-Christian people with whom we interact: namely, common grace
in the form of conscience, which - however corrupt - never entirely
loses its capacity for recognising and responding to the claims of the
moral law.
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Appendix

John Calvin on natural law and the Ten Commandments: “Now that
inward law, which we have above described as written, even engraved,
upon the hearts of all, in a sense asserts the very same things that are
to be learned from the two Tables [of the Ten Commandments]. For
our conscience does not allow us to sleep a perpetual insensible sleep
without being an inner witness and monitor of what we owe God,
without holding before us the difference between good and evil and
thus accusing us when we fail in our duty.

“But man is so shrouded in the darkness of errors that he hardly
begins to grasp through this natural law what worship is acceptable to
God. Surely he is very far removed from a true estimate of it. Besides
this, he is so puffed up with haughtiness and ambition, and so blinded
by self-love, that he is as yet unable to look upon himself and, as it
were, to descend within himself, that he may humble and abase himself
and confess his own miserable condition. Accordingly (because it is
necessary both for our dullness and for our arrogance), the Lord has
provided us with a written law to give us a clearer witness of what was
too obscure in the natural law, shake off our listlessness, and strike
more vigorously our mind and memory” (Institutes of the Christian
Religion 2:8:1.)

30



Commongrace

and the work of The Christian Institute

In this helpful booklet, Dr Needham explains how ‘common grace’
(God’s favour to all men whether they are Christians or not) is so
helpful in understanding the work of The Christian Institute. He
identifies three key aspects of the relationship. First, he shows how
Christians are both citizens of the church and citizens of civil society,
with responsibilities to both communities. Second, he explores

the role of the state as the most visible manifestation of the civil
community and demonstrates how Christians can help the state

be a guarantor of a just moral order. Third, he explains that every
human being, by God’s common grace, has a conscience - an internal
understanding of right and wrong — which acts as a secret ally,
recognising and responding to the claims of the moral law.

N. R. Needham is a Baptist minister from London. He holds the
degrees of BD and PhD from the University of Edinburgh. He has
published several books on church history. He has also published

an introduction to Augustine’s theology of salvation, entitled The
Triumph of Grace. Dr Needham has taught in Scotland and also in
Africa. He was also the first librarian of Rutherford House in Edinburgh.
Dr Needham is part-time lecturer in church history at the Highland
Theological College.

ISBN 978-190108638-6

[ossniny | || ||
9ll781901'1086386

CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE N A SECULAR WORLD






