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METHODOLOGY NOTE:
ComRes interviewed 1014 GB adults by telephone between 2nd and 4th May 2008. Data
were weighted to be representative demographically of all GB adults.
ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.

Guidelines for the public use of survey results

ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules
(www.britishpollingcouncil.org). This commits us to the highest standards of transparency.

The BPC’s rules state that all data and research findings made on the basis of surveys
conducted by member organisations that enter the public domain, must include reference to
the following:

 The company conducting the research (ComRes)
 The client commissioning the survey
 Dates of interviewing
 Method of obtaining the interviews (e.g. in-person, post, telephone, internet)
 The universe effectively represented (all adults, voters etc)
 The percentages upon which conclusions are based
 Size of the sample and geographic coverage.

Published references (such as a press release) should also show a web address where full
data tables may be viewed, and they should also show the complete wording of questions
upon which any data that has entered the public domain are based.

ComRes can provide a BPC-compliant methodology statement upon request.

All press releases or other publications much be checked with ComRes before use. ComRes
requires 48 hours to check a press release unless otherwise agreed.

http://www.britishpollingcouncil.org/


HEADLINES:

The poll of the British public about abortion highlights that the majority of the public think
that the abortion limit should be reduced below the current 24 week limit. Women are
strongest in their agreement both that the limit should be decreased and that women
should have a legal right to know the risks associated with abortion.

 Nine out of ten people, 89%, agree that ‘women who are considering whether to have
an abortion should be given a statutory legal right to be told of all the physical and
psychological risks known to be associated with it’.

 92% of women in Britain agree that women should have a legal right to be informed
of the risks associated with abortion.

 93% of people in Scotland and North England agree that women should have a legal
right to be told of the associated risks of abortion.

 58% of people think that the abortion time limit should be reduced from 24 weeks or
banned in Britain in order to be more in line with other EU countries.

 This figure is noticeably higher among women, 73% of whom think that the abortion
limit should be reduced or banned and 41% of women think that the limit should be
reduced to 12 weeks or less, which is the most common limit in EU countries.

 Given the survival rates of babies born at 22 weeks in specialist neo-natal units, 60%
of people think that the abortion time limit should be reduced.

 Almost three quarters of women, 72%, think that the abortion time limit should be
reduced, in light of the statistics of survival rates among babies born earlier than 24
weeks.

 70% of people aged 25-34 think that in light of the survival rates, the abortion time
limit should be reduced.
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