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What we believe 

 

Life is sacred from conception 

 
The Bible clearly teaches that human life is precious and that murder is 
wrong (Genesis 9:6). Uniquely among all creatures only man has the 
capacity for a relationship with God. Only man has a soul. Only man 
was made in God’s image, God’s likeness (Genesis 1:26). 

The Bible talks of God establishing and sustaining this relationship with 
an individual from conception (Jeremiah 1:5, Psalm 139:13). It follows 
that the human soul must be present from conception. Body and soul 
cannot be separated until death.  

The incarnation of Christ also has important implications for medical 
ethics. Jesus Christ reveals not only the nature of deity but also the 
nature of what is human. The incarnation of the divine Son of God 
began with the conception and not the manger in Bethlehem - “he was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary” (see Matthew 
1:20). Since Jesus shared our humanity and was made like us in every 
way (Hebrews 2:14,17), our own human life must also have begun at 
conception. 

The early church was at the forefront of ending the practice of abortion 
in the Roman Empire.  

The Christian Institute therefore affirms that human personhood begins 
at conception and that the human embryo is precisely that - a human 
embryo. There are enormous practical implications which flow from this 
belief. Not only is abortion wrong, but also any practice which 
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deliberately destroys human embryos. This includes human cloning and 
the use of drugs which prevent the implantation of an embryo. 


